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This Week 


The new ticket regulations banning 
sales of more than 10 to individuals may 
put an end to the entire show train move- 
ment, Theatre Trains and Planes, Inc, 
fears it may have to close due to the new 
regulations, A group of producers will 
meet this week with NY City License Com- 
missioner O'Connell stating the case for 
the show trains which have brought so 
much business to NYC in summer, 


Plays 


A Moon for the Misbegotten cur- 
tain time will be 8 15 PM nightly... Rum- 
ple will be musical presented by Paula 
Stone-Michael Sloane next season, based 
on Irving Phillips 'Caricature,",., Under 


the Sycamore Tree by Sam Spewack op- 
tion picked up by Yvette Schumer... Cop- 


per and Brass musical with Nancy Walker 
to open in NY Oct 17, book by Ellen Vio- 
letti and David Craig. 


Players 


Howard Caine replaced Nathaniel 
Frey, Damn Yankees...Major Barbara 
cast attended luncheon in Baylor Univ- 
ersity, Waco, Texas, skipping Mon, per- 
formance,.,. Paul Muni awarded Einstein 
Commerative Award of Yeshiva Univer- 
sity. 


Special Events 


American Shakespeare Festival 
Theatre & Academy awards granted to 
Joseph Papp, Louis Wright, Penguin Books, 
Pro, Henry Wells, NBC TV Producers 
Showcase, 


Calendar 


Run, Thief, Run -Chanin 122 E 42- 5/1 
Davis Productions presents new drama by 
reporter James P Davis with Len Doyle... 
A Moon for the Misbegotten-Bijou 5/2 ... 
Capalbo-Chase production of O'Neill's last 
play, directed by Capalbo. Co-stars Wendy 
Hiller, Franchot Tone, Cyril Cusack. Second 
play of Capalbo-Chase Bijou season. 


Summer Playhouses 


Fever for Life anew play by Orin 
Borsten will be presented at Westport, Conn. 
Aug 26, with Miriam Hopkins, John Kerr... 
Faye Emerson will appear at Westport Jun 
15 in Witness for the Prosecution... Kan- 
sas City Starlight Theatre season opens Jun 
17 with Liberace... Ann Arbor, Mich, Drama 
Festival opens May 13 with Carol Bruce in 


Lady in the Dark, 


Other Broadways 


Brigadoon revival of City Center may 
tour after closing May 5 at Adelphi... Mar- 
cel Theatre, Hollywood, to convert to legit 
with Lady Chatterley's Lover... Brander 
Matthews Theatre, Columbia University, to 
be torn down to make way for new Law build- 
ing. 


Theatre TV Notes 


Polly Bergen and Sylvia Sidney co- 
star in 'Helen Morgan" presented on CBS 
Playhouse 90 May 16... Terese Brewer, 
Gloria De Haven, James Dunn, Eddie Foy, Jr, 
added to Mr. Broadway, story of George M. 
Cohan presented on NBC Producers Show- 
case May ll 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


The First Gentleman- Belasco 4/25. 3 pro- News, World Telegram & Sun, Journal Am- 
erican- and 4 con- Times, Herald Tribune, Mirror, Post- filed on new historical drama by 
Norman Ginsbury presented by Alexander Cohen-Ralph Alswang, with Walter Slezak starring, 
Tyrone Guthrie director, Motley costumes, and Alswang set designer. All critics applauded 
Slezak, McClain, Journal American, billing it as his first important dramatic role, Reviewers 
also applauded debut of Inga Swenson, Watts, Post, noting in an otherwise con notice, that she 
was finest item in production, Though Chapman, News, thought play fell short of Victoria Reg- 
ina because it started slowly, he recommended the eyeful evening as the most lavish dramatic 
event of season with Slezak having a costume field-day, Donnelley, WT&S, also thought show 
started slowly, but otherwise found the evening agreeable fun. McClain, Journal American, 
labeled it as large and luxurious, loaded with gusto and good humor, Journal American first 
night audience poll was 8 pro- 0 con, Dissenters headed by Times and Herald Tribune aisle- 
sitters who agreed script was simply not up to talents of Slezak, Everything but the script is 
done on a grand scale, sums Atkinson, Times, For all the color and occassional comic life of 
its incidents, the script lacks a clear linage pans Kerr, Herald Tribune, Characters are out- 
lined, rather than developed, adds Coleman, Mirror. Colorful, not very interesting, capsules 
Watts, Post, 


South Pacfic-City Center 4/24, 7 pro votes of diverse intensity filed on limited three 
week engagement of NY City Center Light Opera Company revival, third of the season, Cur- 
rent edition stars Mindy Carson and Robert Wright with John Fearnley directing. Juanita Hall 
repeats her original role as Bloody Mary. Rave review filed by Coleman, Mirror, who believes 
original stars Mary Martin and Ezio Pinza would also cheer the current rousing revival, At- 
kinson, Times, applauded current leads as able singing performers and the show as a lively, 
moving production, Critic thinks reviving musical classic every two years is fine. Kerr, Her- 
ald Tribune, noted that a brave critic brought his 8 year old son to show and the kid loved it. 
Current revival, he added, is a decent one, A generally capable company and production, agreed 
Chapman, News, Watts, Post, agreed with colleagues in finding score just as fresh and beauti- 
ful as originally praised, McClain, Journal American, thought the direction a bit on the slow 
side, but otherwise he found it an utterly charming production, City Center edition is always 
agreeable and workmanlike, but Donnelley, WT&S, has seen better, 
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It's An Ill Wind- Royal-62 E 4 - 4/23, 3 con-Times, Mrror, Post-filed on new drama 
by Albert Bannister, staged by author. Script is cliche ridden, panned Gelb, Times, who sug- 
gested cast get spanked for getting involved, Coleman, Mirror, didn't think play that bad, but 
didn't think it good enough for Broadway or off-Broadway, while he thought cast members 
Jean Christian, Patrica Shay and Jay Warren do fair jobs, Script is worth a rewrite, he sug- 
gested, Play starts off with interesting situation but falters in second act and dies in third, 
sums Herridge, Post. 


Liberace-Palace 4/20, 2 mild pro-News, Journal American- and 4 cons- Times, Post, 
World Telegram & Sun- filed on vaudeville show headed by Liberace, All cretics admitted 
special brand of showmanship had appeal to audience, if not to them personally, McHarry, 
News, and McClain, Journal American, also approved vaudeville bill accompanying, headed 
by Mitz Green, The Goofers and Four Step Brothers, Con side headed by Funke, Times, who 
was bored, Johnson, Post, noted that vaude bill easier to swallow than star, Donnelley, World- 
Telegram & Sun, was stumped, He knew Liberace has something, but he don't know exactly 
what it is, All he knows is that he feels shabbier as a result of seeing him. 


{ 


London Theatre 


Plays | 


Crest Theatre Company, Toronto, 
presents production of J B Priestley's 
The Glass Cage at Piccadilly starting 
April 26...Oh My Papa musical hit of 
Bristol Old Vic to be presented in Lon- 
don inJune by Jack Hylton. ..Summer of 
of the Seventeenth Doll , Ray Lawler's 
Australian play presented with Australian 
cast by Laurence Olivier at New Theatre 
starting April 30. Directed by John Sum- 
ner, author is included in cast of seven, 
...Janus critical reception faint for 
production featuring Googie Withers. 


Players 


Sam Wanamaker to direct and pro- 
duce Paul Tabori's Not By Bread Alone 
in fall... Heather Sears and Richard Pasco 
featured in Apollo of Bellac due May 14 
at Royal Court, Ionesco's The Chairs to 
complete twin-bill... English Derwent 
Awards for best supporting performances 
won by Megs Jenkins, View From Bridge, 
and Derek Godfrey, Cymbeline, 


Club Theatres 


New Lindsey to be torn down in 
June, but Frederick Piffard hopes to 
find new premises in Kensington, Trop - 
ical Heatwave ,a Carribean coloured 


revue runs from April 23-May 5. A sec- 


ond revue will run May 7-May 20, And 
final play will be Lease of Life opening 
May 20,., Author Jean Genet barred 
from opening of his The Balcony at Arts 
Theatre Club by director after incident. 


London Calendar 


Apollo de Bellac & Chairs-Royal 
Court- May 14... Making of Moo-Royal 
Court- Jun 18, 


For Stage Struck Only 


* This weekly NYC newsletter 
digests--complete theatre news 
( page 1) , reviews of all open- 
ings ( page 2), comments by 
critics ( page 6.) 


* Plus NYC critics suggestions 
on theatre books, records, 


(page 7.) 


* Plus Off Broadway and full 
summer theatre coverage 
( page 7.) London ( page 3.) 


* Plus complete business & 
critical data on all current 
shows ( pages 4 & 5.) 


* 10th yar, includes free re- 
search service ‘or subscribers. 
$25 per year subscription with 
ree yearly spring binder. — 


Special Bulletin Board Edition 


* Little Theatre Groups 
* Drama Departme nts 

* Libraries 

* Business Offices 

* Newspapers 


* Consists of specially printed 
edition--four double pages print- 
ed on one side only for posting 
on C,D, bulletin board for all 
members to keep fully informed. 


* Plus free 20" by 30" bulletin 
board to post weekly edition. 
Plus regular edition of C.D. 
( with yearly spring binder.) 


* Available to above groups 
when request for special edit- 
ion accompanies subscription. 
$25 per year complete. 
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DEPARTMENT 


"TONY" TV FRACAS,.. Union dispute which prevented CBS TV telecast of American thea- 
tre wing awards was unfortunate and uncessary, comments Shanley, Times. An equit- 
able resolution of the differences between the two unions involved should be sought 
promplty he urged, Both Times TV reviewer and McClain, Journal American, were 
upset that the Wing was deprived of revenue that it could have put to admirable use, 
Program was to be sponsored by Pepsi-Cola and no commercial as such were sched- 
uled, Latter critic is sure Wing has a good lawsuit against unions involved, 


COLUMN TIPS... First Gentleman will fight reviews via big ad campaign, hears Wilson, Post. 
Hamlet with Judith Anderson to be presented next fall by Leonard Sillman, reports 
Walker, News... $4000 from No Time for Sergeants payroll stolen , resulting in search 
of entire cast in vain, notes Lyons, Post, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX,..Shinbone Alley was not first intergrated Broadway show, it was the 
1946 Beggar's Opera, reminds Variety reader... Playwright Arthur; Laurents is 
positive that no serious play in the last ten years succeeded dispite bad reviews, he 
comments in Times note, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..Sensible award of Drama Critics Circle to Long Day's Journey 
Into Night partially atoned for its astounding failure to give one to The Iceman Cometh 
in 1947, states Watts, Post,..Is the lack of verbal attack on actors in US politness or 
a sign of weakness on the part of theatre audiences, asks Chapman, News, 


SECOND THOUGHTS,.. Apropos Shinbone Alley, Kerr, Herald Tribune, sets down as cardinal 
rule for historians that you can't have a cockroach fall in love with a cat... Though plot 
of this musical may have puzzled some of his colleagues, Chapman, News, admits that 
the plot was simple enough for him to understand, He thought Eartha Kitt and Eddie Bra- 
cken made the most of a tuneful fantasy... Hotel Paradiso might have been funnier if 
Bert Lahr had underplayed a bit, but Watts, Post, still finds it an amusing farce, amus- 
ingly acted. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Ibsen's plays are not faded, dated, heavily weighted with obscure 
symbolism, Eva LeGallienne told Donnelly, World Telegram & Sun, They are only bad- 
ly performed and offered in inadequate translations, To help remedy the situation 
the Modern Library has published a volume of 6 Ibsen plays in new translations by act- 
ress, Lot of trouble was due to old translations by William Archer, a Victorian who 
filled Ibsen's dialogue with the cliches of the time... Meriel Forbes (Lady Richardson) 
told Ormsbee, Herald Tribune, that she finds her husband, Ralph Richardson, inspiring 
to work with in Waltz of the Toreadors, Everytime she plays a scene with him, she 
sees something new in it, 
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OFF 


TAH 


BROADWAY 


Twin bill of Giraudoux plays Apollo 
at Carnegie Hall Playhouse withdrawn by 
producers Shull-Learson-FEisen in dispute 
with house management, Producers have 
been charged with failing to pay rent, which 
they deny. Case will be brought to Ninth 
District Muncipal Court next week. Twin- 
bill which was presented for 22 performan- 
ces, may play Broadway house. 


Wayside closed at Barbizon Plaza 
after 14 performances. Script sold to 
Columbia Pictures for $50,000, with add- 
itional $12,500 payment to author John Dud- 
ley Stradley to write screen treatment... 
Thayer David, title player in Oscar Wilde, 
missed one performance due to broken arm, 
Berry Kroeger subbed reading role. 


Simply Heaven a new comedy by Lang- 
ston Hughes will open at 85th St Playhouse, 
154 W 85, May 21 produced by Stella Holt, 
Joshua Shelley will directed and cast will 
feature Melvin Stewart, Richard Silvera... 
The Pigeon a drama by Sidney Atebi and 
Arthur Nolan will be presented May 15 at 
Labor Temple, 242 E 14, Ben Zavin director. 
... Joseph Papp, producer of East River 
Amphitheatre Shakespeare program, has 
received pair of house seats for My Fair 
Lady weekly in summeys which he will give 
to $200 contributers to project. 


Carnegie Hall Playhouse will be used 
fully next season by Banner Productions. 
A Play will be scheduled for a regular run, 
a children's theatre will run week-ends,a 
late variety show will be given Friday and 
Saturday at midnight, and a reading of a 
work in progress will be presented Monday 
evenings. Tevye by Arnold Perl will be 
first play. 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Rachel" by Joanne Richardson 
(Putnam $4,50) recommended by Har- 
old Clurman, reviewing in NY Times, 
as an interesting biography of famed 
19th Century actress. The simple facts 
are fascinating and the actress' biograph- 
er sets them down honestly and intelligent- 
ly in the first book in English on subject 
in 20 years, he okays. 


TV 


THEATRE 


COMMENTS 


Traveling Lady ,Horton Foote's 
play presented for 30 performanc es on 
Broadway, and shown on CBS Studio One 
with original leading lady Kim Stanley, 
rated by Levinson, World Telegram & Sun, 
as the finest drama yet seen onTV, bar 
none, Play spoke most directly, drew its 
characters most precisely, it had some- 
thing to say, 


THEATRE 


RECORD 


COMMENTS 


Johnny Johnson disc (MGM) with 
Burgess Meredith, Hiram Sherman, Lotte 
Lenya approved by Watt, News for pre- 
senting a memorable work with a fascin- 
ating score, 


| 
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The show train movement is vital to the 
current NYC theatre scene and may make the 
difference between life and death to the future 
NYC theatre scene, It must not be killed off 
by the unworkable regulations of the NYC Lic- 
ense Commissioner in his annual half-hearted 
fling at killing the ticket black market, The ban 
of more than ten tickets would end the various 
show train agencies, Thousands of theatre fans 
from throughout the country can testify to the 
usefulness of the organizations which got them 
into shows they could have never bought tickets 
for otherwise, NY theatre fans, more and more, 
have been able to see more shows in summer 
because the out-of-town visitors have kept the 
theatres open longer. Everyone concerned 
should fight to make the show train agencies 
legit in the eyes of the License Commissioner, 


* 


It's sad news to the off-Broadway theatre 
goer that the handsome Brander Matthews _ 
theatre on Columbia University campus will 
be demolished and replaced by a modern Law 
building. This theatre has provided many 
imaginative evenings of theatre, including the 
debut of The Telephone, It was one of the 
most comfortable off-Broadway houses in 
town, and will be sorely( no pun intended) 
missed, 


Can't help wondering what the tax in- 
spectors will say to the wise patrons who 
contributed $200 to Joseph Papp's East River 
Shakespeare program to pick up the My Fair 
Lady house seats donated by Herman Levin, 


* * 


London at this moment is playing host 
to theatre groups from Canada and Aust- 
ralia, privileges which New York has not 
had as yet, The Crest Theatre company 
of Toronto, which Atkinson, Times, lauded 
recently, and the Australian Company 
which Laurence Olivier is sponsoring in 
London are both worthy for attention by 
an alert NY producer, 


* * 


Off Broadway Theatre Assn, has 
picked a late date to complain about lack 
of simultaneous coverage by critics, This 
may have been a good fight several years 
ago with ten or so off-Broadway groups 
and/or houses to cover, but with upwards 
of 100 groups and 40 houses, the group 
does not have a critic to stand on, Free- 
dom of the press means freedom of a 
given paper and/or critic to cover what- 
ever group he wants to, Intimidation, 
mostly phone calls ( so far), and with- 
drawal of advertising may not equal 
a secondary boycott, but them seem sense- 
less devices, Putting on good shows that 
the critics and their readers can not skip 
is the answer, and the only possible ans- 
wer, 


Visitors to NY may not realize it 
but many of the ticket agencies are mem- 
bers of the Diner's Club, Thus theatre, 
like everything else in life, can become 
a go now-pay later proposition, 
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